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     STORY TEXT
Annan Sees All Sides Ready to Resume
Cyprus Talks
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United Nations Secretary-
General Kofi Annan
speaks to the press outside
the West Wing of the
White House, February 3,
2004 after meeting with
President George W. Bush.
U.N. Annan said that all
sides in the Cyprus dispute
appeared ready to resume
negotiations on a plan for
reuniting the divided
Mediterranean island.
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WordEx
This is a word extraction engine developed as part of my MEng thesis.
It’s purpose is to take as input a news article (consisting of a Title and Text).
It then extracts the important words from the news article.
An important word is defined as one which is predicted to be in
the caption of a picture that matches the news story.
Therefore, WordEx is used to find pictures that match news stories.

It’s output can be used for other purposes as well, however. 
It uses a machine learning model to extract the words. 

NOTE: When entering text in the form below, keep in mind that capitalization makes a difference
to the way words are processed. 
For example, a capitalized word might be considered more important than a non-capitalized one.

For comments, questions, or suggestions, please send me email at: alex1@mit.edu

Title: 

Text: 

Click here to extract the important words: Extract Words

Prime Minister Blair urged to admit Iraq mistake

LONDON, Jan. 30 (Xinhuanet) -- Britain’s Ex-Foreign Secretary Robin Cook has 
urged Prime Minister Tony Blair to admit that intelligence he presented to 
parliament on Iraq was is was "wildlywrong," the British Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC) reported Friday.

    "It’s getting embarrassing to watch our government still tryingto deny 
reality," said Robin Cook, who resigned from the UK cabinet as leader of the 
House of Commons last year in protest against Blair’s policy supporting a war 
against Iraq.

    He said the prime minister should admit that although he believed information
on supposed weapons of mass destruction "in all good faith," it was incorrect. 
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Please wait a few seconds...

Title:

Prime Minister Blair urged to admit Iraq mistake

Text:

LONDON, Jan. 30 (Xinhuanet) -- Britain’s Ex-Foreign Secretary Robin Cook has urged Prime
Minister Tony Blair to admit that intelligence he presented to parliament on Iraq was is was 
"wildlywrong," the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) reported Friday. "It’s getting
embarrassing to watch our government still tryingto deny reality," said Robin Cook, who resigned 
from the UK cabinet as leader of the House of Commons last year in protest against Blair’s policy 
supporting a war against Iraq. He said the prime minister should admit that although he believed
information on supposed weapons of mass destruction "in all good faith," it was incorrect.

Extracted words:

iraq minister cook prime blair robin foreign jan reported war supporting reality friday broadcasting
british secretary tony house embarrassing admit resigned mistake london presented parliament 
commons corporation britain uk cabinet leader urged

Back to WordEx
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mysql> select word,frequency,df,last_update from wordtable order by frequency desc limit 30;
 
+-------------+-----------+-------+---------------------+
| word        | frequency | df    | last_update         |
+-------------+-----------+-------+---------------------+
| news        |     73762 | 24824 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| sites       |     47798 | 19344 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| web         |     47549 | 19419 | 2003-11-13 05:20:41 |
| iraq        |     32282 | 10527 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| war         |     30875 | 12368 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| people      |     29128 | 13551 | 2003-11-13 05:20:41 |
| year        |     26968 | 13792 | 2003-11-13 05:20:43 |
| president   |     26580 | 14500 | 2003-11-13 05:20:43 |
| united      |     26251 | 11656 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| bush        |     25251 |  8767 | 2003-11-13 05:20:43 |
| states      |     21770 | 10334 | 2003-11-13 05:20:41 |
| israeli     |     21436 |  4738 | 2003-11-13 05:20:43 |
| palestinian |     20580 |  4247 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| time        |     20357 | 12246 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| military    |     20323 |  9253 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| told        |     19639 | 11525 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| officials   |     19413 | 10033 | 2003-11-13 05:20:41 |
| israel      |     18684 |  4177 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| city        |     17638 |  8898 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| state       |     17506 |  9897 | 2003-11-13 05:20:41 |
| government  |     17430 |  8526 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| percent     |     17343 |  4963 | 2003-11-13 05:20:43 |
| washington  |     17089 |  9928 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| game        |     16742 |  5486 | 2003-11-13 05:20:43 |
| world       |     16257 |  9571 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| minister    |     16071 |  8740 | 2003-11-13 05:20:41 |
| security    |     15928 |  7870 | 2003-11-13 05:20:42 |
| friday      |     15773 |  9842 | 2003-11-13 05:20:41 |
| tuesday     |     15767 | 10004 | 2003-11-13 05:20:43 |
| reuters     |     15746 | 11146 | 2003-11-13 05:20:44 |
+-------------+-----------+-------+---------------------+
30 rows in set (0.05 sec)
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# bin/rainbow --print-word-infogain=30 -d models/data_test/  | nl
Loading data files...
Placed remaining 3016 documents in the train set:
Calculating info gain... words ::        56

     1   0.30087 iraq
     2   0.22633 war
     3   0.21435 sites
     4   0.21210 web
     5   0.20657 bush
     6   0.20130 president
     7   0.19863 iraqi
     8   0.19329 news
     9   0.18886 york
    10   0.18498 baghdad
    11   0.18166 monday
    12   0.18074 friday
    13   0.17836 sunday
    14   0.17626 minister
    15   0.17224 world
    16   0.17196 april
    17   0.17039 tuesday
    18   0.16791 thursday
    19   0.16740 city
    20   0.16675 wednesday
    21   0.16532 military
    22   0.16474 killed
    23   0.16469 united
    24   0.16451 state
    25   0.16423 people
    26   0.16315 forces
    27   0.16315 washington
    28   0.16149 saturday
    29   0.15802 west
    30   0.15759 states
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ABOARD USS KITTY HAWK (AFP) - Two US pilots escaped with minor
injuries when they ejected moments before their tanker aircraft slid off a carrier, 
the navy’s Fifth Fleet confirmed. The pilots of the S-3B Viking airborne 
refuelling plane received minor injuries when it slid off the deck of the USS 
Constellation about 0210 GMT, said a news release received aboard the Kitty 
Hawk, another carrier engaged in bombing missions over Iraq ( news - web sites 

). "Shortly after touching down on the deck, the S-3B malfunctioned while taxiing on the carrier’s 
flight deck and slid to the port side of the deck," the release said Tuesday. "The plane went over the 
side, hit flight deck safety netting and the two pilots onboard ejected into the water. The plane then 
went into the water," it said. A Seahawk helicopter, on standby in case of a flight accident, dropped a 
rescue swimmer into the water to retrieve the pilots. The frigate USS Thach, also nearby in case of an 
emergency, sent a boat to the scene. "Cause of the S-3B malfunction is under investigation," the 
release said. The S-3Bs, also performing a refuelling role aboard the Kitty Hawk, are to be phased out 
and their tanking job taken over by the new F/A-18 Super Hornet attack fighters, a pilot has said.
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=== Error on test data ===

Correctly Classified Instances       17113               88.348  %
Incorrectly Classified Instances      2257               11.652  %
Kappa statistic                          0.2824
Mean absolute error                      0.1351
Root mean squared error                  0.3166
Relative absolute error                 27.0247 %
Root relative squared error             63.3169 %
Total Number of Instances            19370     

=== Detailed Accuracy By Class ===

TP Rate   FP Rate   Precision   Recall  F-Measure   Class
  0.929     0.627      0.943     0.929     0.936    no
  0.373     0.071      0.322     0.373     0.346    yes

=== Confusion Matrix ===

     a     b   <-- classified as
 16516  1255 |     a = no
  1002   597 |     b = yes
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=== Error on test data ===

Correctly Classified Instances       17113               88.348  %
Incorrectly Classified Instances      2257               11.652  %
Kappa statistic                          0.2824
Mean absolute error                      0.3064
Root mean squared error                  0.3461
Relative absolute error                 61.2715 %
Root relative squared error             69.2273 %
Total Number of Instances            19370     

=== Detailed Accuracy By Class ===

TP Rate   FP Rate   Precision   Recall  F-Measure   Class
  0.929     0.627      0.943     0.929     0.936    no
  0.373     0.071      0.322     0.373     0.346    yes

=== Confusion Matrix ===

     a     b   <-- classified as
 16516  1255 |     a = no
  1002   597 |     b = yes
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=== Error on test data ===

Correctly Classified Instances       13402               69.1895 %
Incorrectly Classified Instances      5968               30.8105 %
Kappa statistic                          0.1655
Mean absolute error                      0.3429
Root mean squared error                  0.4813
Relative absolute error                 68.589  %
Root relative squared error             96.2579 %
Total Number of Instances            19370     

=== Detailed Accuracy By Class ===

TP Rate   FP Rate   Precision   Recall  F-Measure   Class
  0.69      0.286      0.964     0.69      0.804    no
  0.714     0.31       0.172     0.714     0.277    yes

=== Confusion Matrix ===

     a     b   <-- classified as
 12261  5510 |     a = no
   458  1141 |     b = yes
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=== Error on test data ===

Correctly Classified Instances       12514               64.6051 %
Incorrectly Classified Instances      6856               35.3949 %
Kappa statistic                          0.1225
Mean absolute error                      0.3417
Root mean squared error                  0.522 
Relative absolute error                 68.3483 %
Root relative squared error            104.4091 %
Total Number of Instances            19370     

=== Detailed Accuracy By Class ===

TP Rate   FP Rate   Precision   Recall  F-Measure   Class
  0.643     0.316      0.958     0.643     0.769    no
  0.684     0.357      0.147     0.684     0.242    yes

=== Confusion Matrix ===

     a     b   <-- classified as
 11421  6350 |     a = no
   506  1093 |     b = yes
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=== Error on test data ===

Correctly Classified Instances       13416               69.2617 %
Incorrectly Classified Instances      5954               30.7383 %
Kappa statistic                          0.1685
Mean absolute error                      0.3542
Root mean squared error                  0.4626
Relative absolute error                 70.8443 %
Root relative squared error             92.5168 %
Total Number of Instances            19370     

=== Detailed Accuracy By Class ===

TP Rate   FP Rate   Precision   Recall  F-Measure   Class
  0.69      0.279      0.965     0.69      0.805    no
  0.721     0.31       0.173     0.721     0.279    yes

=== Confusion Matrix ===

     a     b   <-- classified as
 12263  5508 |     a = no
   446  1153 |     b = yes
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=== Error on test data ===

Correctly Classified Instances       13416               69.2617 %
Incorrectly Classified Instances      5954               30.7383 %
Kappa statistic                          0.1685
Mean absolute error                      0.3589
Root mean squared error                  0.4895
Relative absolute error                 71.7714 %
Root relative squared error             97.8961 %
Total Number of Instances            19370     

=== Detailed Accuracy By Class ===

TP Rate   FP Rate   Precision   Recall  F-Measure   Class
  0.69      0.279      0.965     0.69      0.805    no
  0.721     0.31       0.173     0.721     0.279    yes

=== Confusion Matrix ===

     a     b   <-- classified as
 12263  5508 |     a = no
   446  1153 |     b = yes
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=== Error on test data ===

Correctly Classified Instances       13517               69.7832 %
Incorrectly Classified Instances      5853               30.2168 %
Kappa statistic                          0.1728
Mean absolute error                      0.36  
Root mean squared error                  0.4537
Relative absolute error                 71.9928 %
Root relative squared error             90.7366 %
Total Number of Instances            19370     

=== Detailed Accuracy By Class ===

TP Rate   FP Rate   Precision   Recall  F-Measure   Class
  0.696     0.279      0.965     0.696     0.809    no
  0.721     0.304      0.176     0.721     0.283    yes

=== Confusion Matrix ===

     a     b   <-- classified as
 12364  5407 |     a = no
   446  1153 |     b = yes
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=== Error on test data ===

Correctly Classified Instances       13517               69.7832 %
Incorrectly Classified Instances      5853               30.2168 %
Kappa statistic                          0.1728
Mean absolute error                      0.3659
Root mean squared error                  0.4741
Relative absolute error                 73.176  %
Root relative squared error             94.821  %
Total Number of Instances            19370     

=== Detailed Accuracy By Class ===

TP Rate   FP Rate   Precision   Recall  F-Measure   Class
  0.696     0.279      0.965     0.696     0.809    no
  0.721     0.304      0.176     0.721     0.283    yes

=== Confusion Matrix ===

     a     b   <-- classified as
 12364  5407 |     a = no
   446  1153 |     b = yes
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=== Error on test data ===

Correctly Classified Instances       14648               75.6221 %
Incorrectly Classified Instances      4722               24.3779 %
Kappa statistic                          0.2297
Mean absolute error                      0.342 
Root mean squared error                  0.4236
Relative absolute error                 68.3916 %
Root relative squared error             84.7203 %
Total Number of Instances            19370     

=== Detailed Accuracy By Class ===

TP Rate   FP Rate   Precision   Recall  F-Measure   Class
  0.759     0.28       0.968     0.759     0.851    no
  0.72      0.241      0.212     0.72      0.328    yes

=== Confusion Matrix ===

     a     b   <-- classified as
 13496  4275 |     a = no
   447  1152 |     b = yes
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=== Error on test data ===

Correctly Classified Instances       14544               75.0852 %
Incorrectly Classified Instances      4826               24.9148 %
Kappa statistic                          0.2293
Mean absolute error                      0.2841
Root mean squared error                  0.4275
Relative absolute error                 56.824  %
Root relative squared error             85.4922 %
Total Number of Instances            19370     

=== Detailed Accuracy By Class ===

TP Rate   FP Rate   Precision   Recall  F-Measure   Class
  0.752     0.263      0.97      0.752     0.847    no
  0.737     0.248      0.211     0.737     0.328    yes

=== Confusion Matrix ===

     a     b   <-- classified as
 13365  4406 |     a = no
   420  1179 |     b = yes
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=== Error on test data ===

Correctly Classified Instances       13643               70.4337 %
Incorrectly Classified Instances      5727               29.5663 %
Kappa statistic                          0.187 
Mean absolute error                      0.2957
Root mean squared error                  0.5437
Relative absolute error                 59.1327 %
Root relative squared error            108.7499 %
Total Number of Instances            19370     

=== Detailed Accuracy By Class ===

TP Rate   FP Rate   Precision   Recall  F-Measure   Class
  0.7       0.251      0.969     0.7       0.813    no
  0.749     0.3        0.184     0.749     0.295    yes

=== Confusion Matrix ===

     a     b   <-- classified as
 12446  5325 |     a = no
   402  1197 |     b = yes

������ 8&**, ?����� �3 

=== Error on test data ===

Correctly Classified Instances       13646               70.4491 %
Incorrectly Classified Instances      5724               29.5509 %
Kappa statistic                          0.1866
Mean absolute error                      0.356 
Root mean squared error                  0.4405
Relative absolute error                 71.1911 %
Root relative squared error             88.1055 %
Total Number of Instances            19370     

=== Detailed Accuracy By Class ===

TP Rate   FP Rate   Precision   Recall  F-Measure   Class
  0.701     0.253      0.968     0.701     0.813    no
  0.747     0.299      0.183     0.747     0.294    yes

=== Confusion Matrix ===

     a     b   <-- classified as
 12452  5319 |     a = no
   405  1194 |     b = yes
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 NEW YORK - Pakistan’s leader said in an interview published on Saturday that he needs visib
le U.S. gestures, such as the release of American F-16 fighters sold to his country over a d
ecade ago, to help blunt domestic criticism of his decision to support the U.S. bombing in A
fghanistan . President Pervez Musharraf, in an interview with the New York Times, said he wo
uld ask President Bush for such concrete steps when they meet on Saturday. The two leaders a
re in New York for a meeting of the U.N. General Assembly. The Times said Musharraf put a pa
rticular emphasis on the release of the F-16s because their arrival would be a strong signal
 that the United States was restoring Pakistan to the stature of a genuine ally. Pakistan bo
ught the 28 F-16s in the 1980s, but the U.S. Congress cut off all aid and military sales to 
Islamabad in 1990 due to Pakistan’s secret nuclear weapons development program. Delivery of 
the airplanes was blocked, even though they already had been paid for. Musharraf told the Ti
mes that Pakistan even had received a bill for the storage of the aircraft while they are be
ing held in Arizona. Pakistan, which shares a long border with Afghanistan, is a key ally in
 the United States’ war against the al Qaeda network of Islamic militants and its Saudi-born
 leader, Osama bin Laden , thought to be behind the Sept. 11 attacks on the United States. A
fghanistan’s Taliban regime has housed bin Laden and the group and refused to hand him over 
to the United States. People in Pakistan, a U.S. Cold War ally, feel the United States aband
oned the country after 1989, when the Soviet Union pulled out of Afghanistan, he told the pa
per. The United States then imposed economic sanctions when Pakistan developed nuclear weapo
ns in response to India’s nuclear program and the two countries conducted tit-for-tat nuclea
r tests in 1998. Major debt relief, military assistance and understanding on the subject of 
Pakistan’s nuclear capabilities would go a long way toward alleviating those wrongs, the pap
er quoted Musharraf as saying. Pakistan’s president also said he was worried that there was 
no broad-based coalition waiting in the wings in Afghanistan to replace the Taliban, the Tim
es reported. The Northern Alliance, the leading opposition force now in Afghanistan, is made
 up largely of non-Pashtuns. Pashtuns are the dominant ethnic group in Afghanistan. 
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 NEW YORK - Pakistan’s leader said in an interview published on Saturday that he needs visib
le U.S. gestures, such as the release of American F-16 fighters sold to his country over a d
ecade ago, to help blunt domestic criticism of his decision to support the U.S. bombing in A
fghanistan .
The United States then imposed economic sanctions when Pakistan developed nuclear weapons in
 response to India’s nuclear program and the two countries conducted tit-for-tat nuclear tes
ts in 1998.
People in Pakistan, a U.S. Cold War ally, feel the United States abandoned the country after
 1989, when the Soviet Union pulled out of Afghanistan, he told the paper.
Pakistan, which shares a long border with Afghanistan, is a key ally in the United States’ w
ar against the al Qaeda network of Islamic militants and its Saudi-born leader, Osama bin La
den , thought to be behind the Sept. 11 attacks on the United States.
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 By Jonathan Wright UNITED NATIONS - Israeli and Palestinian leaders went their separate way
s at the United Nations on Sunday, and the United States said again that President Bush had 
no plans to meet Palestinian President Yasser Arafat . Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres
 had talks with Secretary of State Colin Powell , while Arafat met with U.N. Secretary-Gener
al Kofi Annan , officials said. Peres and Arafat would not be able to meet, an Israeli offic
ial added. Arafat is expected to see Powell before they leave New York, but no time has been
 set. Even a brief encounter between Arafat and Bush appeared to be out of the question. ‘‘W
e have no plans to meet with Chairman Arafat,’’ Bush’s national security adviser, Condoleezz
a Rice , told ABC. ‘‘The president has always said that he will use his meetings to advance 
causes, not just for the sake of meetings,’’ she said on the ‘‘This Week’’ program. Bush’s r
efusal to meet Arafat in New York has shocked Arab commentators, who say the Israeli-Palesti
nian conflict urgently needs a heavy dose of U.S. mediation, especially when the United Stat
es is trying to win Arab support for its campaign against the Taliban and al Qaeda in Afghan
istan . Rice repeated the U.S. position that Bush would not see Arafat until Washington was 
satisfied Arafat had done enough to crack down on Palestinians trying to attack Israelis. ‘‘
We need to see action from Chairman Arafat and the Palestinian Authority ,’’ she told ABC. ‘
‘Until there is a real effort at the cessation of terrorism, it’s going to be very hard to g
et the peace process going.’’ ‘‘Secretary of State Powell is seeking an opportunity and will
 likely meet with Chairman Arafat sometime while he’s here in New York, and so this is movin
g along,’’ she added. In his speech to the U.N. General Assembly Saturday, Bush made only a 
brief reference to the Middle East conflict and repeated the U.S. position of the past few w
eeks. MUBARAK WELCOMES BUSH SPEECH Bush said: ‘‘The American government also stands by its c
ommitment to a just peace in the Middle East. We are working toward a day when two states --
 Israel and Palestine -- live peacefully together, within secure and recognized borders. ‘‘W
e will do all in our power to bring both parties back into negotiations. But peace will only
 come when all have sworn off -- forever -- incitement, violence, and terror.’’ Egyptian Pre
sident Hosni Mubarak Sunday welcomed Bush’s support for the creation of a Palestinian state,
 but officials said Egypt wanted to see practical follow-up steps. An Israeli official said 
Powell did not present Peres with a comprehensive plan for peace and that Washington was ste
pping up the pressure on Arafat. ‘‘Now the world demands from Arafat to act according to his
 statements against terrorism and now he must prove it,’’ Peres told his aides after the mee
ting, the official said. ‘‘While the United States still calls for Israel to continue withdr
awing, as Israel plans to, from Area A, the United States now puts extra pressure on Arafat 
to fight terrorism,’’ added the official, who asked not to be identified. When Israel reoccu
pied West Bank towns last month after the assassination of an Israeli Cabinet minister, the 
United States at first called for an immediate withdrawal. It has since toned down the urgen
cy of its demand. At the meeting between Arafat and Annan, the U.N. secretary-general briefe
d Arafat on his talks on the Middle East with Bush and French President Jacques Chirac. ‘‘Th
e Secretary-General assured President Arafat that he would continue his efforts, working clo
sely with other key players including the United States, the European Union and the Russian 
Federation,’’ a U.N. statement said. 
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 By Jonathan Wright UNITED NATIONS - Israeli and Palestinian leaders went their separate way
s at the United Nations on Sunday, and the United States said again that President Bush had 
no plans to meet Palestinian President Yasser Arafat .
At the meeting between Arafat and Annan, the U.N. secretary-general briefed Arafat on his ta
lks on the Middle East with Bush and French President Jacques Chirac. ‘‘The Secretary-Genera
l assured President Arafat that he would continue his efforts, working closely with other ke
y players including the United States, the European Union and the Russian Federation,’’ a U.
N. statement said. 
Rice repeated the U.S. position that Bush would not see Arafat until Washington was satisfie
d Arafat had done enough to crack down on Palestinians trying to attack Israelis. ‘‘We need 
to see action from Chairman Arafat and the Palestinian Authority ,’’ she told ABC. ‘‘Until t
here is a real effort at the cessation of terrorism, it’s going to be very hard to get the p
eace process going.’’ ‘‘Secretary of State Powell is seeking an opportunity and will likely 
meet with Chairman Arafat sometime while he’s here in New York, and so this is moving along,
’’ she added.
Bush’s refusal to meet Arafat in New York has shocked Arab commentators, who say the Israeli
-Palestinian conflict urgently needs a heavy dose of U.S. mediation, especially when the Uni
ted States is trying to win Arab support for its campaign against the Taliban and al Qaeda i
n Afghanistan .
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 SOUTH ORANGE, N.J. - Religion and spiritual teachings can help people transcend political d
ifferences and should never be used to rationalize terrorism, Iranian President Mohammad Kha
tami said. The reformist president and Muslim cleric addressed the United Nations on Friday,
 then spoke at Seton Hall University, a Roman Catholic school that has participated in a U.N
. peace program Khatami started called ‘‘Dialogue Among Civilizations.’’ ‘‘Unjustifiable hum
an error has often turned religion into an instrument aimed at justifying inhuman behavior a
nd restricting the scope of human interaction,’’ Khatami said at the university. ‘‘But this 
surely contradicts the purpose of God and divine messenger.’’ Roman Catholic Cardinal Theodo
re McCarrick, the archbishop of Washington, echoed the Iranian leader’s call for more interf
aith dialogue. He quoted Pope John Paul II and the Quran to make the point. ‘‘The bishops ha
ve striven to help our Catholic people realize that we are all brothers and sisters in God’s
 one human family,’’ McCarrick said. Khatami, whose predominantly Shiite Muslim nation was o
nce seen as the chief exporter of Islamic radicalism, condemned terrorists who use the relig
ion to promote their cause. He did not directly refer to the Taliban, but Iran believes the 
Taliban have warped Islam, and Iran has helped arm the opposition northern alliance in Afgha
nistan . ‘‘We see how an obscurantist misrepresentation of Islam terrorizes the world and wh
oever does not share in its fanatical illusions, subjecting innocent women, men and children
 to blind wrath misnamed a holy war or jihad,’’ he said. Khatami made similar remarks in his
 speech to the U.N. General Assembly. He declared the perpetrators of the Sept. 11 terror at
tacks ‘‘a cult of fanatics’’ disconnected from the larger world and said they had carried ou
t ‘‘an appalling crime.’’ However, he also urged caution in the response. ‘‘A misplaced sens
e of might could lead to failure to hear the calls of people of goodwill or the cries of chi
ldren, women and the elderly in Afghanistan,’’ Khatami said. He said he had urged U.N. Secre
tary-General Kofi Annan to create an agenda to combat terrorism and unify international poli
tical will. John Negroponte, the U.S. envoy to the United Nations, also urged dialogue. ‘‘Th
e greater danger confronting us in the world today is not that we speak in different languag
es, but that we don’t always listen to any language,’’ Negroponte said. At Seton Hall, Khata
mi also referred to the plight of Palestinians in the Israeli territories, but didn’t mentio
n the Jewish state by name. He said the teachings of Moses were incompatible with the ‘‘viol
ent, racist misinterpretation that has driven a nation out of its homeland.’’ 
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The reformist president and Muslim cleric addressed the United Nations on Friday, then spoke
 at Seton Hall University, a Roman Catholic school that has participated in a U.N. peace pro
gram Khatami started called ‘‘Dialogue Among Civilizations.’’ ‘‘Unjustifiable human error ha
s often turned religion into an instrument aimed at justifying inhuman behavior and restrict
ing the scope of human interaction,’’ Khatami said at the university. ‘‘But this surely cont
radicts the purpose of God and divine messenger.’’ Roman Catholic Cardinal Theodore McCarric
k, the archbishop of Washington, echoed the Iranian leader’s call for more interfaith dialog
ue.
 SOUTH ORANGE, N.J. - Religion and spiritual teachings can help people transcend political d
ifferences and should never be used to rationalize terrorism, Iranian President Mohammad Kha
tami said.
He did not directly refer to the Taliban, but Iran believes the Taliban have warped Islam, a
nd Iran has helped arm the opposition northern alliance in Afghanistan . ‘‘We see how an obs
curantist misrepresentation of Islam terrorizes the world and whoever does not share in its 
fanatical illusions, subjecting innocent women, men and children to blind wrath misnamed a h
oly war or jihad,’’ he said.
At Seton Hall, Khatami also referred to the plight of Palestinians in the Israeli territorie
s, but didn’t mention the Jewish state by name.
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